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Australia Group Origins ;

e In 1984 the world discovered Iraq had
produced and used chemical weapons
o Australia Group
Created in 1985t0 %;'} K% =
stop legitimate trade et~ =
being diverted to TN A —

chemical weapons 5 SIS,

production
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Australia Group Origins ;

Informal forum of countries

Group adopted common licensing measures
to ensure exported goods did not assist
chemical weapons programs

Grown from 16 to 42 participants

Controls expanded to include biological
weapons
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o Examples
— Syria

— Daesh (Islamic

State)
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e Harmonise national export controlsto limit
the risks of proliferation and terrorism
Involving chemical and biological weapons
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» Help states meet their international %
obligations to control sensitive exports: g.
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— Chemical Weapons Convention =

— Biological Weapons Convention =4

— UN Security Council Resolution 1540 —
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How the Australia Group Wor

« Guidelines o
e Control Lists— sensitive items g.
— Chemical weapons precursors, >

— Human and Animal pathogens and toxins; :>,E

— Plant pathogens; o

— Dual-use chemical manufacturing equipment $
and related technology; =3
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— Dual-use biological equipment and related
technol ogy.
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www.dfat.gov.au
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Common Control List Handbook
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Statement by the Chair of the 2015 Australia Group
Plenary
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e The Australia Group aims to ensure export
controls do not hinder legitimate trade

 Export controls legitimise the vast majority
of regular trade in sensitive items

o There arevery few Australia Group export
denials
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« Held in Perth to mark the 30" Anniversary

* The Plenary decided to

— Increase its focus on emerging technol ogies that
could be used for chemical/biological weapons

— Expand outreach to non-members countries,
industry and academia

* highlighting the threat of state and non-state actors
acquiring chemical/biological weapons

The AustraliaGroup in As

* The Australia Group encourages all

countries to implement measures similar to

AG controlsto limit the spread of CBW.
f | )




The AustraliaGroup in AS R

» Export controls help states meet their
International obligations (CWC, BWC,
UNSCR 1540)

 Exporting countries look positively on
recipient states that have export control
arrangements

 High-technology companies are more likely
to invest in states that have robust export
control arrangements
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e Many countriesin the region already
Implement AG or AG-type controls

« Several more are looking to implement such
export controls in the near future

* Encourage countriesto become AG
adherents
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The Australia Group in Asiax

« AG engagement and outreach:
— Briefings by Australian diplomatic officials
— Visits by AG delegations
— Presentations and discussions at international or
regional meetings
— AG Dialogues

Technology (e.g. advances in biological
sciences)
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Methods of trade (e.g. internet, eBay) ™
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electronic transfer of knowledge)
Terrorism
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e The Australia Group Chair and Secretariat
can assist with:

— Providing information about the Australia
Group

— Facilitating specific requests for practical
technical assistance

— Facilitating contacts with export control experts
in Australia Group countries

Australia Group contact

o Australia Group Secretariat
— through any Australian Embassy
o Australia Group website

— www.australiagroup.net

— in English, Arabic, Chinese, French,
German, Russian and Spanish
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